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Story by Spc. Chad D. Wilkerson 
372nd MPAD 
BAGHDAD, Iraq – The 1st Armored Division’s 141st 
Signal Battalion working with signal elements from 1st 
Marine Division, has set up a joint-service remote 
retransmission sight for U.S. Army and Marine 
communications between Baghdad International Airport 
and Logistic Supply Area Dogwood. 

The land between LSA Dogwood and BIAP is 
what 1st Lt. Kurt Rhymer, site officer in charge for Camp 
Venom, calls “dead spots” – low lying areas of land 
where radio transmissions will not carry out.  

 “We are providing coverage for a critical area –
ASR (Alternate Supply Route) Sue,” said Rhymer, “This 
is an area where we have had some small arms fire, as 
well as ambushes.” 

The lack of communication capability in the face 
of a potential enemy contact can obviously be very 
dangerous for convoys, said Rhymer.  

The remote transmission site will boost radio 
signals along ASR Sue and the areas surrounding it, 
covering convoys along the entire route, he said. The 
benefit of the team’s retransmission efforts are much 
faster response to attacks on that road, possibly saving 
lives. 

Thirty-five soldiers and Marines work and live at 
the site, and each individual has an important part to play 
in maintaining not only a radio signal for the security of 
convoys, but also security of their own site, said Rhymer. 

“We have basically built our own site defense –
our own small fort and perimeter,” said Pfc. Layton Flynn, 
retransmission operator. “We started with a burned out 
building with no perimeter, and it developed into a place 
where we work, live and interact.” 

Marine Corps forces operating at the remote 
retransmission site have been a beneficial part of the 
experience, said Sgt. Brian Lannon, site NCOIC and 
Radio Access Unit team chief.   

Mortars and small-arms harassing fire was 
common when Lannon and his team arrived at what used 
to be a Baghdad University agricultural affiliate located in 
a very remote area.  The Marines named the outpost 
“Camp Nowhere,” because it was so far from any other 
military sites. 

 

 “The first few weeks out here were a shooting 
gallery,” said Lannon.  

As a result of the hostile environment, Rhymer and 
Lannon approached the Marine forces who were 
conducting raids in the local neighborhoods to see if they 
could help prepare their soldiers for whatever they might 
encounter  

“Signal soldiers are doing things out here they are 
not accustomed to doing,” Lannon said. “They are getting a 
lot of good training alongside the Marines.”  

Marines living on the site, and some of the riflemen 
that stop by, have been conducting weapon systems and 
building clearing classes for the radio operators, said 
Lannon. 

“I have a real good feeling about being able to 
defend ourselves, should the need arise,” Lannon said. 

“We are basically a bunch of signal soldiers 
learning to be infantry out here.” 

The task of “filling the gap” in radio communications 
between LSA Dogwood and BIAP and maintaining a secure 
site is a task that Lannon said has been a group effort. 
“We don’t feel like Army and Marines,” said Lannon. “We 
feel like one fighting force out here to defend the site and to 
do our job.” 

 
 

A Smart Tip From 1AD Safety 
 

Practice Vehicle Rollover Drills 
 

  Alert Crew of Rollover 
  Know Where to Brace Yourself 
  Secure All Equipment  
  Always Wear Seat Belts 

 
 

141 Signal “fills the gap” 



 

NEWS 
Massive Blackout Hits Northeast Cities 
NEW YORK (AP) - A huge power blackout hit U.S. and 
Canadian cities Thursday, driving workers in New York 
and Toronto into the streets, shutting subways in 
blistering heat and closing four nuclear power plants in 
Ohio and New York State. New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said there was no evidence of terrorism as a 
cause. "Probably a natural occurrence which disrupted 
the power system up there," he said, referring to a power 
grid based in the Niagara Falls area. 
 
Israeli Troops Kill Islamic Militant 
HEBRON, West Bank (AP) - Israeli troops killed a top 
Islamic Jihad fugitive in a raid Thursday, prompting 
threats of revenge by the militant group and putting new 
strain on an already shaky cease-fire. The bloodied body 
of Mohammed Sidr was pulled from the rubble of a small 
warehouse after daybreak Thursday, after a standoff of 
several hours during which he occasionally traded fire 
with troops. The military said the warehouse doubled as 
a bomb lab. 
 
Calif. Recall Ballot Will Have 135 Names 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) - The bloated California recall 
ballot has become a little more manageable after nearly half 
of the 247 applicants were eliminated for filing improper 
paperwork. The Oct. 7 election will have 135 candidates 
attempting to succeed Gov. Gray Davis. The list of top 
contenders includes actor and Republican Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Democratic Lt. Gov. Cruz Bustamante, 
independent commentator Ariana Huffington and former
baseball commissioner Peter Ueberroth. 
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SPORTS 
Mickelson Takes Lead at PGA Championship
ROCHESTER, N.Y. (AP) - Rain spent the past 
two weeks softening up Oak Hill, and Phil 
Mickelson quickly took advantage. Mickelson 
birdied three of the first four holes to take the early 
lead as the 85th PGA Championship opened on 
Thursday. Tim Herron and Rod Pampling were 
one back at 2 under. 

 
Oddly Enough: 

 
Roaches Hamper Attempt at Domino Record
SINGAPORE (AP) -- Cockroaches are just a creepy, 
crawling nuisance to many - but for Ma Lihua, who has 
been painstakingly setting up dominoes for the past six 
weeks in preparation for the world's longest solo topple, 
they are the enemy. One bug alone knocked down 8,000 
tiles - a day's work for Ma, an event organizer said 
Tuesday. Ma, a 24-year-old domino-laying expert from 
Beijing has been putting in 13-hour-days to meet her 
deadline and only takes short breaks for meals, said Brian 
Kim, Singapore manager of LG Electronics, the Korean 
company sponsoring the event next week. She hopes to 
topple 350,000 tiles on Monday, he said. "There's been an 
ongoing problem with cockroaches getting on the floor 
and they can wreak havoc with 350,000 dominoes," Kim 
said. "It's caused some stress. It has caused some 
setbacks," he added. Pandan leaves - thought to repel the 
insects - have been spread around the Singapore Expo 
hall where Ma is working and plastic barriers are put 
within the design to minimize the damage if the dominoes 
start to fall, Kim said. In addition, a ring of rat traps ring 
the expo hall, but they are "just a precaution," he added. 
Kim said the record Ma is attempting to break was set by 
German Klaus Friedrich, who single-handedly set up and 
toppled 281,581 dominoes in 1984. 

 
Chaplain’s thought for the day: 

Scattered Effort 
Henry Ford said,  

“A weakness of all human beings is trying to 
do too many things at once. That scatters effort and 
destroys direction. It makes for haste, and haste 
makes waste. So we do things all the wrong ways 
possible before we come to the right one. Then we 
think it is the best way because it      works, and it 
was the only way left that we could see. Every now 
and then I wake up in the morning headed toward 
that finality, with a dozen things I want to do. I know I 
can’t do them all at once.” When asked what he did 
about that, Ford replied, “I go out and trot around the 
house. While I’m running off the excess energy that 
wants to do too much, my mind clears and I see what 
can be done and should be done first.”  
            -- Bits and Pieces, September 19, 1991, p. 18
 

Setting priorities is our key to focusing on 
what needs to be done. Scattering our attentions only 
serves to frustrate the situation. 

On This Day In History: 
August 15th 1969 

 
The Woodstock Music and Art Fair, "An 
Aquarian Exposition," opens at Max Yasgur's 
dairy farm in upstate New York. Promoters 
expected the music festival, modeled after the 
famous Monterey Pop Festival, to attract up to 
200,000 for the weekend, but nearly a half a 
million people converged on the concert site. 
Three days later Jimi Hendrix closed the 
concert with a freeform solo guitar 
performance of "The Star Spangled Banner." 
Woodstock became a powerful symbol of the 
1960s American counterculture and a 
milestone in the history of rock music. 


